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Brenda Hagman retired from the 
Department of Natural Resources 
in December 2008 having 
progressed through the ranks 
and programs of DNR throughout 
her 30-year career. 

Brenda's story began in Michigan 
where she was born, attended 
the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, and met and married John 
(on February 14, 1975). Brenda 

received a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resource 
Management and a Master of Science in Remote Sensing 
from the U. of M., School of Natural Resources and 
Rackham School of Graduate Studies, respectively. She 
started her environmental career while in Michigan by 
working for the Great Lakes Environmental Research 
Laboratory and the Environmental Research Institute of 
Michigan.  
 
John was hired first by the Department in February 1977 
and Brenda soon joined him in Wisconsin. They lived on a 
farm near Springfield Corners and were soon assimilated 
into Wisconsin's culture of beer tents, softball leagues and 
Friday fish fry.  



Brenda and John, celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary 
February 2010 

Brenda's life of leisure ended in 1978 when she was hired 
to work on a project to assess water quality impacts from 
nonpoint source pollution. From these humble beginnings 
Brenda worked her way around DNR, with a brief detour to 
DOA early in 1980.  

Brenda returned to DNR from DOA to join the Municipal 
Wastewater permit program. Brenda had a knack for 
compliance and enforcement issues and working with the 
Environmental Protection Agency that served her well 
throughout her career.  

Brenda worked in the Bureau of Air Management as 
compliance unit leader, the Office of Environmental 
Enforcement serving as the Director, and served a number 



of acting section chief and bureau director assignments. 
Her career took a technology shift in 2000 when she was 
appointed the agency's first Chief Information Office. From 
there Brenda moved to the Bureau of Communication and 
Education until her retirement in 2008.  

Brenda and John have always enjoyed traveling. Since 
Brenda's retirement they have traveled to Hawaii, New 
Zealand, Australia, Fiji, Canada, Alaska, and Brenda 
visited Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon, and Smokey 
Mountain National Parks for the first times. They are 
planning a trip to the Amazon, Machu Picchu, and the 
Galapagos in January and February 2011. They always go 
to Mexico in March.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoho National Park, British Columbia 
July 2010 



Brenda and John have three children, Jake, 27, married to 
Jess and living in Athens, Ohio where he is a student at 
Ohio University (NOT Ohio State). Nick, 24, graduated 
from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and is 
attending law school at Marquette. Krista, 22, is attending 
UW LaCrosse.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jake, Krista, Brenda, Nick 

September 2010 

Most know that Brenda and John love to golf and try to 
make golfing a year round pursuit by leaving Wisconsin in 
the winters.  

 
 
 


